1T6    NATIONAL EDUCATION IN INDIA

means to enable human beings to become
better thinkers and actors, The filling of
memory and discipline form a very minor
part of the life of a human being* Yet
instruction in schools and colleges in India
is mostly made up of the latter. Nay,
active steps are taken in most schools and
colleges to put down thinking and action.
Independence of thought and action is
punished, and obedience and cramming are
rewarded and admired.

The inspecting officers never fail to record
their opinions about the discipline of the
school inspected, but they never note whether
the teaching was directed toward the develop-
ment of the faculty of thinking. Doing,
of course, is not contemplated by the curri-
culum of studies at all Indian schools
never take notice of the fact that the eye,
the hand, and the mind are meant for other
purposes than that of handling the books,
reading the printed letter and committing
to memory what is taught. Languages are
taught in the time-worn, old, discarded
way, Indian boys are expected, one and
all, to know the old masters of the English
language, Examinations are conducted
with, the single eye to see what good, cor-
and idiomatic English the boy writes.